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M A N O R H A M I LT O N ’ S O N LY E V E R N E W S P A P E R
Dominic Rooney
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THE L EIT RIM GUARDIAN
Dolan and his supporters now set about
educating North Leitrim’s electors about
the policy of Sinn Fein by speaking at
meetings, organising branches of the
party and especially by publishing a new
local newspaper – the Leitrim Guardian.
This was an eight page paper, somewhat
l a rger than tabloid format, selling at one
penny, which was owned by Dolan, and
printed and published in Manorhamilton
every Saturday morning for seven months
between July 1907 and Febru a ry 1908.
The paper’s printing works were located
in Balam’s (now Centra) in Upper Main
S t reet. Sean Mac Diarmada was editor of
the paper and also director of elections
for Dolan. Although only 24 years of age
at the time he was already an accomplished
public speaker, and had been organiser
for the Republican Dungannon Clubs in
Ulster.
From the two known surviving issues of
the Guardian–that of the 19th Oct 1907
and the final one of 29th Feb 1908–we
can analyse the contents of the newspaper.
As one would expect, Sinn Fein pro p aganda figured prominently. Arthur Griffith’s
‘Resurrection of Hungary’ series of art icles about the success of the Hungarian
abstentionists from the Imperial Austrian
parliament was carried weekly. Other art icles recalled Parnell’s successful political
tactics away from the House of Commons,
while there were also many quotations
from the political speeches of Daniel
O’Connell in the 1840s advocating an
independent Irish parliament.
Naturally much of the 19th Oct. 1907
issue of the paper was devoted to the
election campaign with re p o rts of Sinn
Fein meetings and demonstrations right
t h roughout the constituency. Elsewhere
there were lists of officers and members
of Sinn Fein branches in Manorhamilton,
C l o o n c l a re and Glenaniff. The editorial of
this issue called on Redmond to show
clearly, at a forthcoming Home Rule
demonstration in Drumkeeran, how
exactly he intended to obtain home ru l e .
All the main re p o rts and the editorial in
the 29th Feb. 1908 issue dealt with the
election count, speeches of both candidates and an analysis of the results fro m
a Sinn Fein perspective.

Leitrim Guardian Newspaper, Page One 19.10.1907

Local news figured prominently in the
Leitrim Guardian. We learn that
M a n o rhamilton Petty Sessions imposed a
fine of 6s on the owner of wandering cattle, and 2s 4d on a man charged with
being drunk in charge of a horse and cart
on the public road. In a letter to the editor an anonymous writer complained
about the neglected state of the street
and footpath of Boleyhill. There were also
reports of meetings of the Manorh a m i l t o n
B o a rd of Guardians, the Manorhamilton
Trades and Labour League and the local
S h a m rock Hurling Club. At a re c e n t
M a n o rhamilton market, pork fetched
40s to 48s per cwt., lump butter
8d to 10d per lb., turkeys 2s 4d each,
ducks and geese 1s each and chickens
8d to 10d. There was also a column
of Bundoran notes, and a re p o rt on an
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eviction campaign in Ballinaglera.
Advertisements made up quite a substantial part of the paper. Gilbert ’s Medical
Hall advertised medical and veterinary
p rescriptions and sight-saver spectacles;
Ward & Co. (now D.M. Auctions) sold grocery, hard w a re, jewellery, stationery and
bicycles; James N. Dolan (brother of
Charles) - drapery and haberd a s h e ry ;
John Gallen - ladies’ and gents’ tailoring;
J. Thompson - cycle repairs; James
Rooney – tailoring; and John Thorn t o n ,
Tu l l y s k e a rney - trees and shrubs. Thirt e e n
Sligo businesses, as well as seven others
from as far away as Dublin, Cork and
Limerick, also placed advertisements on
a regular basis, many of them advert i s i n g
items of Irish manufacture in keeping
with the ideals of Sinn Fein.
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HIGHL IGHTS OF THE
E L E C T I O N C A M PA I G N
The informal campaign began in late
June 1907 shortly after Dolan resigned
f rom the IPP. Several thousand people
attended some of the more important
rallies on both sides. Violence erupted at
meetings in Manorhamilton, Kiltyclogher,
Kinlough, Drumkeeran and Drumshanbo.
Stones, eggs and other missiles were
t h rown, Sinn Fein speakers were heckled
and had often to be given police protection
to the nearest safe house. The violence
was accentuated when the rival camps
attempted to hold meetings across the
s t reet from each other. Scuffles often
ensued, arrests were made and police
c o rdons just about managed to keep both
sets of supporters apart. During one such
c o n f rontation in Kiltyclogher the big
d rum belonging to the Glenkeel Fife and
D rum Band, which supported Dolan, was
trampled upon. A few days later in Dru mkeeran, Anna Parnell (sister of Charles
S t e w a rt) who was speaking on behalf of
Dolan had a box pulled from under her
and a bucket of water thrown at her. Substantial blame for some of the violence in
Kinlough and Manorhamilton was attributed to 30 or so ‘corner boys’ from Belfast
which the UIL transported into the constituency coming up to the election.
Dolan didn’t resign his seat in We s t m i nster until 28th January 1908 and the
o fficial campaign can be dated from the
following week when the chief whip
moved the writ for the by-election to be
held on 21st Febru a ry. Francis E Meehan
(1864-1946), a member of Leitrim Co
Co, President of the North Leitrim executive of the UIL and a near neighbour of
Dolan’s was chosen to stand for the IPP.
Dolan was formally selected as the Sinn
Fein candidate. Rallies and demonstrations multiplied. The constituency was
humming with excitement. Newspaper
reporters from the principal Irish and
British dailies were present and gre a t
p rominence was given to speeches and
incidents. Extra telegraphic staff and
apparatus were provided from Sligo and
Dublin to cope with the demand in the
final days of the campaign. Dolan got
g reat support from national Sinn Fein

personalities such as Arthur Griffith,
Bulmer Hobson, Sean T. O’Kelly, Georg e
Gavan Duffy and Anna Parnell who all
canvassed the constituency for him.
Moreover, a national collection fund had
contributed over £600 to his election and
newspaper expenses.
The election day itself, Friday 21st Feb
passed off quietly with no major incident
re p o rted. The count was held the following day in Manorhamilton Court House
with the result being announced at 1.15 pm
by the re t u rning officer, Wilton Vaugh:
Total electorate (only a house-holder
could vote) – 6,324; Actual turn-out –
4,335; Meehan – 3,103; Dolan 1,157;
Spoiled votes – 75.
T H E A F T E R M AT H
Sinn Fein, though disappointed, looked
for the positive aspects of the re s u l t s .
They said that this was the first time
since 1801 that any votes had been cast
in an Irish election denying the claim of
the British Parliament to legislate for this
c o u n t ry. The 1,200 or so votes cast for
Sinn Fein in North Leitrim had, they felt,
g reater significance than O’Connell’s
by-election victory in Clare in 1828. That
election heralded Catholic Emancipation,
w h e reas the North Leitrim election heralded the emancipation of a nation.
The Leitrim Guardian ceased production
on 29.02.08, one week after the election. An announcement was made to this
e ffect in the final issue of the paper. The
reasons given were the unsatisfactory
printing arrangements. It was hoped to
p rovide an adequate printing plant in the
near future and re-issue the Guardian in
an enlarged and improved form, but this
never materialised.

lawyer in 1917. He worked mainly as a
member of the St Louis Law Depart m e n t
staff and when he re t i red in 1960 he was
made a freeman of the city. Dolan had
remarried in 1950, some years after the
death of his first wife. He expressed a
wish in 1963 to revisit his native
M a n o rhamilton, but died later that year
b e f o re he could fulfil his ambition.
With Dolan’s final depart u re in 1912,
and a revival of the Irish Parliamentary
Party’s popularity due to the introduction
of the third Home Rule Bill in We s t m i nster in the same year, Sinn Fein’s fortunes both in North Leitrim and
t h roughout the country declined temporarily. Thus ended one of the most
momentous and exciting periods in the
history of North Leitrim, in which the
original Leitrim Guardian had no small
part to play.

WILD GEESE
RETURNING
Ray Shephard

Longford County behind us.
From a rise in the road
we see far ahead.
The undulating profile in the
north of the county
Has a theatrical backdrop
Of blue grey clouds.

Showing whitest white in morning
sunshine.
The windmills of Leitrim
On their mountain tops.

Charles J. Dolan went to St Louis in the
United States to study the shoe industry
in 1909. He re t u rned home fifteen
months later with the intention of setting
up a shoe factory initially in Manorhamilton,
and then in Dublin or Drogheda, but
found that conditions were not favourable
to its establishment. In April 1912 he
went back to St Louis and there married
Katherine Kenney. They had one daughter, Alice. He studied law at the local
university and began to practise as a
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Wave welcome and beckon us
onwards.
The atmosphere is electric.

We are already almost home
Turn right.
Wild geese returning
After doing the shopping

